[Re-expansion pulmonary edema after emergency thoracotomy for spontaneous hemopneumothorax: a case report].
A 44-year-old man was admitted to out hospital complaining of chest pain and increasing dyspnea. Chest X-ray on admission revealed a collapsed lung and an air fluid line in the left hemothorax. Following blood transfusion because of 2,000 ml hemorrhagic pleural fluid, emergent surgery was carried out. At operation, a bleeding artery originating from the apex of the thoracic cavity and a bulla on the upper lobe were noticed. After extubation of endotracheal tube, he offered severe dyspnea with hypoxia. The chest X-ray showed figure of pulmonary edema in the left lower lobe. Patient was managed by oxygen, steroid, and urinastatin. On the 3rd operative day, pulmonary edema was disappeared. It should be kept in the mind that the re-expansion pulmonary edema occurred in patients with spontaneous hemopneumothorax of less than 3 days of duration.